
We wish to recognise and celebrate the wonderful staff of our kindy community, who are
dedicated to supporting the children and their families. All members of our team are not only
wonderful people but fantastic teachers who genuinely care for all our little people. There are 15
staff here at Staverton, which is our largest group ever! Meet our team here.  

Mrs Kate Beutel is taking Term 1 for long service leave and we hope that she enjoys some
relaxation during her time off. We look forward to her return in Term 2. 

Ahead of Term 1, staff spent a busy pupil-free week preparing for the start of the kindy year. Staff
have completed: child protection training, manual handling training, nutrition and food safety
training. We have reviewed the Quality Improvement Plan (QIP), The Early Childhood Australia
Code of Ethics, our philosophy, and our supervision policy.  

Service Milestones 
Congratulations to Lee-Anne Harvey who has given Staverton 20 years of service this year and
Donna Williams who has accomplished 10 years of service this year. We thank you for your
dedication and loyalty to our kindy. Lee-Anne and Donna will have celebrations later in the year.

Welcome. What a start to the kindy year! I hope your kindy kids are settling in and loving their
daily adventures! As I sit in the office, I can hear them all having a ball! My son has come home in
a different outfit every day because he’s been having too much messy fun! 

I trust that your family will very quickly feel welcome and connected to our kindy. We are delighted 
that you have joined our kindy community and look forward to our journey with you. Many people 
have made lifelong friends while their child was at kindy and I hope that you too will be this
fortunate. Take every opportunity to connect through class catch-ups, kindy celebrations, and
becoming part of the kindy in any way you are able. You won’t be disappointed! 

Parking 
As we all settle into the kindy year, may I ask you to please be mindful of our neighbours and
avoid parking across driveways and any yellow lines. Gwala and Kabarla will find the best access
via Little Lama Street and Gungun and Walan via the Twickenham Street entrance. This will help
us with social distancing and the flow of traffic. 

Managing COVID Safe Practices at Staverton 
While we all hope that 2022 will be a different year, the events of recent weeks demonstrate that
we have some months ahead of continued patience and partnership as we work together to
provide a safe, caring, and as normal as possible environment and program for your kindy
children to enjoy our play-based learning program. It is so important that we continue to work
together in managing the current Queensland Government COVID Safe practices. Parents are
welcome on site but please keep to a minimum and practice social distancing, hygiene, and
signing in at the office. Children are exempt from COVID restrictions onsite. 

We will be communicative in regard to events where we can invite parents onsite and work at 
maximising these opportunities where possible with COVID checklists and guidelines that will be 
communicated before events. 

Please ensure to wash your hands on arrival and departure of the kindy. We have placed hand
sanitiser at entrances to make this easier. Children are encouraged to wash their hands
throughout the kindy day. 

Policies and Procedures 
Staverton is affiliated with Lady Gowrie and as such, follows their policies and procedures. These
are updated regularly and we will communicate the renewal of any policies with you throughout
the year. You are welcome to review and offer your input on these policies. These will be
approved and accepted during committee meetings. 

Please also be aware that on each verandah there is information in relation to child protection,
immunisations, time out from kindy, community support information, local community groups, our
Quality Improvement Plan (QIP), Reconciliation Action Plan, and Our Philosophy. We also share
useful links on our website. Please follow Staverton on Facebook and Instagram to see even
more information! 

The Staverton teaching team reflected on our philosophy during our staff meeting in January and
the committee were asked for feedback at our recent committee meeting. We welcome input at
any time about our philosophy to ensure that it continues to be a true picture of our program. Our
philosophy helps drive our centre. 

Please be aware that you can access the Quality Improvement Plan (QIP) at any time at kindy.
We love for our families to share ideas and thoughts with us and we have created space for you
to do this on each of our verandahs. Alternatively, you can contact our Quality Officer Rosie at
quality@staverton.com.au. Our regulatory authority, The Office of Early Childhood Education
and Care at Metro City, can be contacted on 3028 8064, and our governing body, Lady Gowrie,
can be contacted on 3252 2667. 

Immunisations 
Just a reminder that when your child turns four, please send in your child’s up to date
immunisation schedule from MyGov. 

Community Engagement 
Please be aware that we have One World bins inside the exterior gates for donations of clothes,
toys, books etc. and we would love to pass on your donations. 

We also have our Community Children’s Library outside the main gates. You are welcome to
donate books to the library or take a book for your child to have at any time. 

Our community engagement officer Christina has many wonderful ideas on how we can further
engage with our lovely community and we look forward to achieving some of these goals this year
(COVID permitting). 

Volunteers 
Our beautiful community kindy is run on volunteer power and a great strength of our kindy is the
extraordinary number of parents and caregivers who volunteer their time to help the community in
various ways. There will be many opportunities for volunteering throughout the year - at events,
on the parent roster, at working bees and on the committee. If time is not something you have a
lot of, then you may be able to help our kindy in other ways by donating raffle prizes or by
spreading the word about your Staverton kindy experience. This is highly valued and appreciated
and we thank you for donating your time to help Staverton continue to be a wonderful start for our
children’s educational journey. 

Thank you for choosing to be part of the Staverton family. We look forward to a wonderful year
ahead together.

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners - the Jagera people and recognise their continuing connection to land, waters and
culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

Welcome to Term 1, 2022!
Welcome to the first edition of the newsletter for 2022. While not an ideal start to the

kindergarten year, we hope your little one is settled in. Our teaching team is focusing on
settling the children, forming relationships, and teaching them kindy routines, and our

committee members are full steam ahead in their individual and collective efforts. Enjoy
updates from our Nominated Supervisor, President, and Educational Leader, and

familiarise yourself with key dates and events for this term.
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Welcome, everyone to Staverton kindergarten for 2022! I hope your little ones are becoming
accustomed to kindy life and have enjoyed their first few weeks at Staverton. It’s so lovely to hear
the kindy buzzing with activity again and see the children exploring their beautiful surroundings.
Thank you all again for your patience and understanding as we navigated the two-week delay to
term. I am so proud of how all the staff and families in our community have adapted to the
changes and worked together to create a seamless introduction for the children. 

Unfortunately, our first working bee of the year was cancelled however, our wonderful and
dedicated teaching staff worked hard over the holidays and during the two-week delay to tidy and
prepare the kindy for the children. I would also like to thank Ryan Molloy (Grounds and Gardens)
and my husband Nick who held a two-man working bee on the weekend prior to the start date,
picking up millions of mangos, blowing and clearing leaf litter ready for the kids on Monday. Thank
you for all your efforts! We will hopefully be able to reschedule our Gungun working bee for a new
date in a few week’s time, so watch this space. 

The executive committee and I are very excited to announce that we have approved the building
and design of our new nature-inspired playground which will undertake construction in September
2022 with Bespoke Playgrounds. Along with collaboration from the teaching staff, the Bespoke
team has customised a beautiful timber playground with a design and style that better reflects our
ethos of inspiring play through nature and our natural environment. This will further enhance our
play-based kindy program and encourage hours of exploration and imagination for years to come.
We are so excited! More information and examples of the amazing plans will be revealed soon. 

Being such a large project that will need to be completed in two stages, the playground upgrade
will be our main fundraising goal this year. We will also be trying to raise funds for solar panels
and to refurbish the blind/shutter systems throughout the building. Please keep an eye out on all
fundraising events throughout the year to help support our beautiful kindy. We thank you so very
much for your contributions to help us achieve these goals. 

Finally, I am hopeful with restrictions planning to ease over the next few months that we will be
able to re-establish our face-to-face connections and that you will be able to really feel a part of
the Staverton community. Kindy is such a special time where lifelong friendships with children and
families are formed, and I encourage everyone to embrace the year and get involved in all that
kindy life has to offer. 

I wish all our Staverton children a wonderful kindergarten year filled with many opportunities to
play, discover and grow! Please feel free to contact me at any time at
president@staverton.com.au if I can be of any assistance throughout the year. 

Thank you and stay safe. 

Welcome to Staverton. I am sure you and your child are beginning to settle into the kindy
routine, meet new families and children and get to know your child's teachers. As the
children settle, Educators begin to get to know them better, spending time talking and
playing with them, as well as observing them in play with their peers. We co-construct the
program with them, planning experiences based on their interests.  

This is a busy term. We want the children to feel safe and secure and a part of the learning
community that is their class. Some of our other goals for Term 1 include:

We work towards this by supporting children as they get to know each other and get
used to being at Kindy on their own.
Each child takes their own amount of time to feel settled, but at times all children
need support.
We also work alongside the children as they develop their self-help and
independence skills (toileting, eating and lunch boxes, managing their possessions,
asking for assistance, changing their clothes,  tidying up, working with others,
sharing resources).
We have lots of group language, planning, and music times to support children as
they learn to work together as a class.
Discussion and modelling to support children to start to use visual literacy, to respect
their thinking, and communicate this to others.
The introduction of our language program that is based on the repetition of known
stories, combined with the addition of new stories.
The introduction of our music program that incorporates many musical and
mathematical concepts.
The introduction of our culture of research- meaning the use of reference books and
the internet to find data on interest areas
We model, support, and guide the concept of respectful conflict resolution. 
We foster relationships that are respectful, warm, and affectionate.  
We model, support, and guide the concept of respectful conflict resolution. 
We foster relationships that are respectful, warm, and affectionate.

Welcome Breakfast 
Save the date for the first fundraising event of 2022! The

Welcome Breakfast on Sunday, 27 March is a fun morning for
new and existing families to meet and get to know each other.

There will be breakfast and Easter fun for the kids. Keep an eye
out for more details coming soon.

Hot Cross Buns Fundraising Drive
Get your hot cross bun fix through the kindy and all profits will go
straight to Staverton! Hot cross buns will be available for order in

March through your child's classroom. Information on how to
order will be available soon.

Tuesday 1 March - Gungun and Kabarla class photos  
Wednesday 2 March - Committee meeting 

Thursday 3 March - Walan and Gwala class photos 
Sunday 27 March - Welcome Breakfast  

Friday 1 April - Last day of Term 1  
Saturday 2-Sunday 16 April - School holidays  

Sunday 3 April - Fundraising sausage sizzle at Bunnings Oxley 
Monday 18 April - Easter Monday public holiday
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Read and Learn to Talk program 

Developed by Queensland speech pathologists, Read and Learn to Talk has resources to
support families in enhancing their children's communication skills. Download handy

hints and tips and check out their Facebook Page for more. 

Healthy eating for children 

Eat for Health share advice about the amount and kinds of foods our kids need to eat for
health and wellbeing. Find out more about the Australian Dietary Guidelines for

children.

Talk to your children about personal safety 

Research shows that teaching children about personal safety reduces the likelihood of a
child entering into an unsafe situation. Check out these tips for talking to children about

personal safety. 

Join the Staverton Kindergarten community on Facebook 

to find information, events and support  

facebook.com/stavertonkindergartenchelmer

Staverton Kindergarten • 43 Twickenham Street, Chelmer Q 4068 
3379 1511 • admin@staverton.com.au 
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